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almost helpless colonists over the Canadian borders. No
quarter was given; the little wooden houses of the primitive
townships were burnt to the ground; men, women, and chil-
dren were murdered in cold blood, and their scalps were hung
as trophies at the belts of ferocious Indians.

At the little town of Falmouth, in Maine, an heroic defence
was made by the garrison of seventy men. For five days they
held out against vast odds, and then only when nearly every
house was in ashes and every man who still remained alive
was sorely wounded, they hung out a flag of truce. The
French Commander, Fortneuf, agreed to spare the survivors
of the garrison, and to escort them, with the inhabitants, to
the nearest English settlement. But, to the everlasting dis-
grace of this French officer and the men under his command,
the agreement was wantonly broken, and the Indian warriors
were let loose upon the people of Falmouth, the helpless
women and children, as well as the wounded prisoners, being
butchered without mercy and with ghastly cruelty.

The defence of New England against i bis barbarous invasion
of French-Canadians, half-breeds, and redskins fell into the
hands of a man named William Phipps. The son of a poor
settler at Pemaquid, hi Massachusetts, he had begun life in the
humble position of ship's carpenter. Saving a little money,
he took to building vessels of his own, and afterwards to
trading as a merchant-cap tain of Boston. On one of his
voyages he heard of a sunken Spanish treasure-ship. His
first attempts to find it were unsuccessful, but afterwards,
when he had become a Captain in the Royal Navy of England,
he discovered the whereabouts of the wreck, and, with the help
of the Duke of Albemarle, who provided funds, raised the
vessel, and received ^"16,000 out of the ^300,000 which
were found on the prize, as well as the honour of knight-
hood.

This fortune, a very large one in those days, raised him to a
high position among the colonists, and his daring character,
fcis renown for courage and command caused him to fre